
2 year old Social and Emotional Milestones 
 
 

Children develop at their own pace, so it's impossible to tell exactly when yours will learn a given 
skill. The developmental milestones below will give you a general idea of the changes you can 
expect as your child gets older, but don't be alarmed if your child takes a slightly different course. 

(By the end of 2 year – 24 months) 

Social  

• Imitates behavior of others, especially adults and older children  
• More aware of herself as separate from others  
• More excited about company of other children  

Emotional  

• Demonstrates increasing independence  
• Begins to show defiant behavior  
• Separation anxiety increases toward midyear then fades  

Cognitive  

• Finds objects even when hidden under two or three covers  
• Begins to sort by shapes and colors  
• Begins make-believe play  
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